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1. Outline
In this supporting material, various soil moisture products are compared in terms of their seasonal and
interannual  variability  covering  the  period  1980  to  2014.The  soil  moisture  products  and  their
descriptions are provided in Table S1. It should be mentioned here that soil moistures differ strongly
among  the  various  products  as  these  products  use  different  land  surface/hydrological  models  to
calculate soil moisture contents over varying soil depths and with varying number of soil layers. We
have also included WGHM soil moisture from IRR_70S (variant). 
Table S1: Summary of the soil moisture products used in the study. 
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2. Results of soil moisture comparison
Soil moisture data sets vary considerably between the different products. The annual range is largest
(smallest) in CPC, Noah, and Mosaic (ERA-Interim) (Figure S1). However, soil moisture data sets
from three GLDAS land surface models are found to contain spurious jumps between 1995 and 1997
(Figure  S3).  Soil  moisture  variability from WGHM appears  to  be  substantially lower  than  those
shown by the others products due to its relatively low available soil water capacity (around 100 mm in
the study regions). Since soil moisture of WGHM can range only between wilting point and field
capacity (Müller Schmied et al., 2014), it tends to limit the overall seasonal and interannual variation
(see, Figures S2 and S4). 
Figure S1: Mean annual range of soil moisture contents (mm) for (a) ERA-Interim, (b) MERRA, (c)
CPC, (d) Noah, (e) Mosaic, and (d) VIC covering the period 1980-2014. The annual range is defined
as the difference between maximum and minimum soil  moisture for every year.  CPC, Noah, and
Mosaic indicate the highest annual range, while ERA-Interim shows the lowest annual range showing
the largest magnitude of about 240 mm in the southern Ganges River Basin. 
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Figure S2: Mean annual range of soil moisture contents (mm) of WGHM covering the period 1980-
2009.  The results are based on the model variant “IRR_70S”. The annual range is significantly lower
than those shown in Figure 1 but the spatial patterns are comparable to the other models of Figure S1
in the GBM River Basin. 
Figure S3: Basin–averaged interannual variation of soil moisture contents from various products in
the two river basins: (a) Ganges, and (b) Brahmaputra–Meghna. The anomalies are computed from
soil moisture outputs from three reanalyses and three GLDAS land surface models (see Table S1) over
the period 1980 to 2014.
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Figure S4: Basin–averaged interannual variation of WGHM soil moisture contents in the two river
basins: (a) Ganges, and (b) Brahmaputra–Meghna. The anomalies are computed over the period 1980
to 2009. Consistent with Figure S2, its interannual amplitudes are also significantly lower than those
shown in Figure S3.
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